

	Maths big idea
	Listen for [Assessment]

	This week develops children’s understanding of length as a measurable attribute that can be compared between objects. Children learn that length refers to how long something is from one end to the other, and that objects can be described as longer, shorter or the same length only in relation to another object.
Key ideas children develop this week include:
· Length must be compared directly, not guessed.
· Objects need to be lined up carefully from the same starting point to make a fair comparison.
· Saying something is “long” or “short” is not precise enough; children learn to use comparative language such as longer than and shorter than.
· Equal length can only be identified when objects are aligned accurately.
· Length comparisons apply across different contexts (ribbons, pencils, worms, sticks, classroom objects), helping children generalise the concept.
The repeated stem sentence used throughout the week supports this generalisation and precision:
“The ___ is longer / shorter than the ___.”
This work lays the foundations for later length measurement, including ordering objects, comparing more than two items, and eventually measuring using non‑standard and standard units.
	Children show understanding by comparing length as a measurable attribute, using accurate language and fair comparison. Progress is heard when children line objects up carefully and explain which is longer, shorter, or the same length in relation to another object.
Listen for children:
· using comparative language accurately (longer than, shorter than, the same length)
· lining objects up from the same starting point before comparing
· explaining that length must be compared, not guessed
· justifying decisions using because
(e.g. “This one is longer because it goes further when they’re lined up”)
· comparing more than two objects
(e.g. “This ribbon is longer than the blue one but shorter than the red one”)
Progress is heard when children explain how they know, not just which is longer or shorter.

	Why this matters now:
Week 24 builds directly on children’s recent experiences comparing routes and pathways (Week 23), where children reasoned about longer and shorter journeys. That spatial comparison now transfers to object length, helping children understand that length is an attribute that can be compared beyond movement and routes. Earlier work on positional language (Week 19) supports lining objects up accurately from a common starting point, while work on plans and representation (Week 20) strengthens attention to start and end points. Previous shape, pattern and structure work across Reception has helped children notice and compare visual features, which now supports careful length comparison. This week marks the beginning of formal measure learning, leading next to ordering lengths and using non‑standard units later in the term.




Where children can use this thinking





	Step 1

	· Children notice that objects can be longer or shorter.

	Retrieval
	[N/A]

	Making the idea explicit 
	Show slide 3. Model to children that the red ribbon is longer than the blue ribbon and the blue ribbon is shorter than the red ribbon. Use the gesture of your hands together and then one hand moving apart to show the gesture for length.
Say the stem sentence out loud and have children repeat it back to you: ‘The ___ ribbon is ___ than the ___ ribbon’.
Repeat for slide 4.
Introduce the pencils on slide 5. Model to children that the blue pencil is longer than the brown pencil and the brown pencil is shorter than the blue pencil. Use the gesture of your hands together and then one hand moving apart to show the gesture for length. Say the stem sentence out loud and have children repeat it back to you: ‘The ___ pencil is ___ than the ___ pencil’.
Repeat for slide 6.
Repeat until slide 12 in different contexts.
Children sit in a circle on the carpet. Give children to pieces of (different lengths of) string or ribbon. Give the instruction to lay them out with the longest on the top and the shortest length under. Have children swap one piece of string each time and repeat this process.

	Session resources
	[String/ribbon]





	Step 2

	· Children learn that objects must be lined up correctly.

	Retrieval
	Show slide 15. Ask ‘Can we tell which is longer?’ Discuss initial thoughts with the children and draw attention to the fact the ribbons are not lined up at one end. Ask why this matters and explain that when we measure, objects need to be lined up so we can se which is longer (gesture) and which is shorter (gesture). Click the slide to reveal the ribbons lining up. Use the stem sentence to compare the lengths accurately.

	Making the idea explicit 
	Show slide 17. Model this again but this time using pencils. This could be also done practically to demonstrate. Repeat for slide 18. Repeat using the worms on slide 19 and 20.
Show slide 21. Take suggestions as to which is longer or shorter. Click the slide and show that these ribbons are the same length, Discuss how this could only be seen when they were lined up exactly.
Sit children in a circle. Give children some strong or ribbon, some of which is the same length, and have children put the longest ribbon on the top and the shortest ribbon under it. Children then swap one string/ribbon with a partner and repeat. Some children might find the string/ribbon that is the same (equal) length. Ensure children are lining their string/ribbon up from the same starting point. Putting tape on the carpet could be useful to support.

	Session resources
	[String/ribbon; tape]



	Step 3

	· Children compare and order several objects by length.

	Retrieval
	Show slide 23. Ask children to compare the lengths by asking ‘which is longer? Which is shorter?’
Ensure children respond in full sentences and use the gesture when talking. Pay attention to the ribbons all starting from the same point so it is easier to compare.

	Making the idea explicit 
	Click the slide to reveal the green ribbon. Ask children if it is longer or shorter than the red ribbon. Extend the stem sentence that children have been using this week: the red ribbon is shorter than the blue ribbon but longer than the green ribbon. Use the gesture with your hands to support understanding of longer and shorter.
Repeat for slide 24.
Show the now familiar context of worms and repeat for the pink, brown and blue worms. Listen carefully to the response from children and use the stem sentence to support children with a succinct comparative explanation.
Sit children in a circle and give them 3 different lengths of strong or different coloured ribbon. Have children order them from longest to shortest, use the stem sentence to enforce thinking and comparison of the lengths.

	Session resources
	[String/ different coloured ribbons]



	Step 4

	· Children apply length comparison to real contexts.

	Retrieval
	Show 2 classroom objects such as a pencil and a pen and ask which is longer (gesture) and which is shorter (gesture).

	Making the idea explicit 
	Invite a child to collect two objects in the classroom and compare them with the class: ‘The ___ is ___ than the ___.
Ask a child to find a different object and then compare all three objects together: The ___ is ___ than the ___ but ___ than the ___.
Ensure you draw attention to all of the objects being lined up with the same starting point. This could be marked out by some masking tape on the carpet.
Repeat several times for different objects around the classroom.
Invite children to find things in the classroom that are the same length. Ask them to return to the circle and then check using the masking tape and the stem sentences.
You may want to make deliberate mistakes such as not lining the objects up accurately from the same starting point so children can address that misconception.

	Session resources
	[Classroom objects]




Adult-led work





Continuous porivision





Embedding strong routines








Daily Compare Prompt
Compare two classroom objects each day (“Which is longer, the book or the whiteboard pen?”). 


Tidy‑Up Talk
“Which shelf is longer?” or “Which line of books is shorter?” 


Line‑Up Check
Compare two lines of children or two mats and discuss which is longer or shorter and why.


Length Comparison Tray
Include strings, straws, sticks, ribbons and tape for children to compare freely. 


Construction Area
Encourage children to compare the length of tracks, bridges or towers they build. 


Creative Area
Children choose materials and sort them into “longer” and “shorter” groups, explaining their reasoning.


Lining Up Challenge
Provide children with pairs or trios of ribbons, string or paper strips. Children check whether they are lined up correctly before deciding which is longer, shorter or the same length.


True or False Comparisons
Adult makes deliberate mistakes when lining up objects. Children explain why the comparison is unfair and correct it. 


Order Three Objects
Children place three objects in order from shortest to longest and explain their decisions using comparative language.
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Focus: Comparing lentgth [longer/shorter]


