

	Maths big idea
	Listen for [Assessment]

	In Week 2, children deepen their understanding of shape attributes, focusing on the idea that shapes can share the same properties even when they differ in size, orientation, appearance, or context. This builds on Week 1, where children learned to distinguish round edges from straight edges. Now they begin to recognise invariant features - what stays the same - which is a key early geometry skill.
Central ideas include:
· A shape is defined by its properties, not by its size or colour.
· Round shapes (circles, round‑edged objects) have one continuous curved edge and no corners.
· Straight‑edged shapes (rectangles, squares, many familiar objects) have straight sides and corners where the sides meet.
· Shapes may appear differently depending on how they are presented (turned, stretched, large/small), but they still belong to the same category if their edges and corners match.
	Children show understanding by recognising that shapes can share the same attributes even when they look different. Progress is heard when children focus on what stays the same (round or straight edges, corners) rather than size, colour or orientation.
Listen for children:
· using words such as round, straight, edge and corner accurately
· noticing that shapes with straight edges have corners, even when they differ in size
· describing similarities across shapes that look different
(e.g. “They are both round, but this one is bigger”)
· beginning to explain why shapes belong together using because
· recognising that turning or resizing a shape does not change its attributes
Progress is heard when children classify and compare shapes by their properties, not their appearance alone.

	Why this matters now:
This week builds directly on Week 1, where children learned to distinguish between round and straight edges. Now, they deepen this understanding by comparing shapes of different sizes, orientations, and appearances, helping them recognise that a shape keeps its identity even when it looks different. This prepares children for later work on triangles, rectangles and other polygons, where understanding corners, straight edges, and invariant features is essential. The comparing and sorting experiences introduced here also strengthen the spatial reasoning skills developed in Week 1, including noticing similarities and differences and using precise mathematical language



Where children can use this thinking




	Step 1
	Compare round shapes (different sizes)

	Retrieval
	Show slide 3 and guide children through the round edges/sides of the objects and shapes. Use the round gesture introduced last week to reinforce this with your hands.
Ask children what is the same? What is different? Drawing out that all have round edges/sides.

	Making the idea explicit
	Show slide 4. With each click, ask if the shape is still round.
Arrive at the generalisation that the shapes are all round despite regardless of their size, location or colour.
Show slide 5. Ask children what is the same and what is different. Same: both shapes have round edges/sides. Different: they are different sizes and colours.
Show slide 6 and repeat this with the football.

	Session resources
	[N/A]



	Step 2
	Identify straight edges; compare shapes with straight edges in different proportions.

	Retrieval
	Show slide 8. Ask children what is the same? What is different? Explain that each shapes has straight edges but they are different sizes.
Emphasise that these edges are not round or curved. Show this using the straight gesture introduced last week.

	Making the idea explicit
	Show slide 9 which removed the door and shows two different sized rectangles and draw out the straight sides of the shapes. At this point, we do not need to address the difference between edges and sides but we will do that once children are secure with shape attributes.
Explain that shapes with straight sides or objects with straight edges will have corners. Identify them on the slide.
Show slide 10 and click through each change of the rectangle. Each time it changes, ask children if the sides are still straight and if they can still see the corners.
Show slide 11 and support children to sort shapes into straight sides and round sides into the table.


	Session resources
	Print hidden slide 12 [children will stick shapes with straight sides and round sides into the table]
Corner checker [made last week]




	Step 3
	Identify features; classify objects.

	Retrieval
	Show slide 13 and remind children of the round and straight game they played last week. Play through the slides and ask children to say if the shape was round or straight.
Show slides 15 – 21 with some familiar and unfamiliar examples.

	Making the idea explicit
	Show slide 22. Ask what is the same? What is different? Draw out that one shape is round and the other has straight sides. You may identify corners too.
Show slide 23. Ask what is the same? What is different? Draw out that both shapes are round but different sizes. You may mention that there are no corners on these shapes.
Show slide 24. Ask what is the same? What is different? Draw out that both shapes have straight sides but are different sizes and in different orientations. You may show where the corners are on both shapes.

	Session resources
	Corner checker [made last week]




	Step 4
	Rapid recognition of round and straight edges or sides.

	Retrieval
	Show slide 26 and recap sorting shapes into round and straight shapes.

	Making the idea explicit
	Show slides 27 – 36 and play the round or straight sides/edges game. Have children shout if they are round or straight. Note that there are some familiar and unfamiliar objects to check for understanding.

	Session resources
	[N/A]




Adult-led work


“Same Shape, Different Size” sorting tray – Provide circles and rectangles in multiple sizes. Children sort them and explain why they belong together even when they look different. 


Continuous porivision


Loose parts shape collection - Add lids, buttons, cardboard rectangles and other objects so children can sort by round/straight edges or by size. 


Embedding strong routines


Line‑up variations – Invite children to make a big round circle or a straight line, reinforcing the vocabulary intuitively during transitions. 


Corner finding challenge - Using the corner checker from Week 1, children explore objects and identify whether they have no corners (round) or corners where straight sides meet. 


Shape comparison talk task - Provide pairs of shapes and prompt: “What is the same? What is different?” to strengthen reasoning about size, straight/round edges, and orientation.


Playdough shape impressions - Children press objects into dough to see the outline and describe whether the shape has round or straight edges. 


Shape display board - Offer a space where children glue photos or drawings of things they find in the environment that are round or straight-edged.


Tidy‑up edge sorting – Ask children to place items with round edges into one basket and straight‑edged items into another. 


Snack time noticing – Compare round foods (e.g., grapes) and straight‑edged foods (e.g., crackers), revisiting the language of edges and corners.
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