

	Maths big idea
	Listen for [Assessment]

	This week develops children’s understanding of height as a measurable attribute that can be compared and ordered. Children learn that height describes how tall something is and that objects and people can be compared using the language taller and shorter. As the week progresses, children move from comparing two objects to identifying the tallest and shortest within a group and then ordering several items by height.
Key ideas children develop include:
· Height comparisons must be fair, with objects starting from the same base or surface.
· Words such as taller and shorter describe a comparison between objects, not a quality in isolation.
· Tallest and shortest describe the extremes within an ordered set.
· Ordering objects by height makes comparisons clearer and supports children to reason about relative position (e.g. taller than one but shorter than another).
· Height comparisons apply to objects, constructions and people, helping children generalise the concept beyond classroom resources.
Throughout the week, children are supported to use precise comparative language, supported by repeated stem sentences:
· “The ___ is taller than the ___.”
· “The ___ is the tallest / shortest.”
· “The ___ is taller than the ___ but shorter than the ___.”
This learning builds secure foundations for later work measuring height using non‑standard and standard units.

	Children show understanding by comparing and ordering height as a measurable attribute. Progress is heard when children use accurate comparative and superlative language, line objects up fairly, and explain which is taller, shorter, tallest or shortest.
Listen for children:
· using height language accurately (taller than, shorter than, tallest, shortest)
· lining objects or people up from the same starting point
· recognising that comparison words (taller / shorter) describe relative height
· identifying extremes within a set (tallest and shortest)
· ordering three or more objects and explaining the order
(e.g. “This tower is taller than the blue one but shorter than the yellow one”)
Progress is heard when children explain how they know, not just who or what is tallest or shortest.

	Why this matters now:
Week 28 builds directly on the previous learning about measuring using informal units, where children explored fairness, consistency and comparison. Here, children apply those same ideas to height, learning that objects must be aligned from the same starting point to make accurate comparisons. Earlier measure work comparing length, mass and capacity supports children to use comparative language confidently and to attend carefully to structure rather than appearance. This week marks a shift from comparing individual pairs to ordering sets, strengthening children’s spatial reasoning and preparing them for later measuring and data representation.




Where children can use this thinking





	Step 1
	· Children compare two objects by height using taller and shorter.

	Retrieval
	Ask ‘Last week. How did we compare things fairly?’
Reinforce the idea of using cubes to ensure they were always the same unit of measure rather than hands as people have different sized hands, they can overlap or leave gaps.

	Making the idea explicit
	Show slide 3. Ask: ‘Which is taller?’
Model out loud the stem sentence: The yellow tower is taller than the red tower and The red tower is shorter than the yellow tower.
Repeat for slide 4.
Show slide 5. Ask: ‘Which is taller?’ Draw attention to the towers not being lined up. Discuss how we should only start and measure from the same point for it to be fair. Click and show the towers lining up.
Give children two different coloured cubes [more of one colour than the other]. Ask children to compare them using the stem sentence: The ___ tower is taller/shorter than the ___ tower. Children could swap one of their towers with another child to then re-compare the towers.

	Session resources
	Multilink cubes






	Step 2
	· Children identify tallest and shortest within a small group of objects.

	Retrieval
	Show slide 7. Ask: ‘Which is taller?’ and ‘Which is shorter’?
Model comparing the towers using the stem sentence: The ___ tower is taller/shorter than the ___ tower.

	Making the idea explicit
	Show slide 8 with 3 different heights side by side. Ask: ‘Which is tallest?’ Allow children time to discuss.
Draw attention to the towers all being lined up accurately and all of the cubes being the same size so that they can be compared.
Model the stem sentence out loud: ‘The ___ tower is the tallest’ and ‘The ___ tower is the shortest’.
Repeat for slide 9.
Show slide 10. Ask: ‘What mistake has been made?’ Draw out that the towers must start from the same starting point to compare and click the slide to show the tower aligning accurately.
Give children three different colour multilink cubes [a different amount for each colour]. Ask them to build the towers and then compare which is the tallest and which is the shortest. Children should use them stem sentence to compare: The ___ tower is the tallest and The ___ tower is the shortest.

	Session resources
	Multilink cubes.





	Step 3
	· Children order three or more objects from shortest to tallest and explain their ordering.

	Retrieval
	Hold up three different coloured towers of different heights. Revisit the stem sentence to show which tower is tallest and which tower is shortest: The ___ tower is the tallest and The ___ tower is the shortest.
Repeat by adding or taking cubes of and comparing them until children are secure.

	Making the idea explicit
	Show slide 12. Ask: ‘Which is tallest?’ and ‘Which is shortest?’ Model the stem sentence and encourage children to repeat it out loud. Click the slide to arrange the cubes from smallest to largest.
Show children how lining them up from shortest to tallest makes it easier to compare. Use the stem sentence to compare the towers again.
Repeat for slide 13.
Give children 3 different colours of multilink cubes [a different amount of cubes for each colour]. Invite the children to build the towers and then order them from shortest to tallest. Encourage the use of the stem sentence to compare.
Children could swap one tower with a partner and then resort the towers and compare using them stem sentence again.

	Session resources
	Multilink cubes.





	Step 4
	· Children apply ordering skills to real-life objects and people.

	Retrieval
	Show 3 classroom objects of different heights. Ask: ‘Which is the tallest?’ and ‘Which is the shortest?’
Order the objects from shortest to tallest. Model the language to show which is shortest and which is tallest.

	Making the idea explicit
	Choose 3 children of different heights. Line them up and compare their heights. [name is taller than [name] and [name] is shorter than [name].
Place the children in a line from shortest to largest.
Repeat for different children.
Show slide 15. Introduce the children. Ask: ‘Who is the tallest?’ and ‘Who is the shortest?’. Click the slide to line up the children and complete the stem sentence.

	Session resources
	3 classroom objects [different heights]




Adult-led work


Tower Order Challenge
Children build towers using multilink cubes and order them from shortest to tallest, explaining their choices. 


Continuous porivision


Construction Area
Encourage children to build towers and compare or order them by height. 


Embedding strong routines








Daily Height Talk
Compare classroom objects: “Which is taller, the plant or the bookcase?” 


Line‑Up Reasoning
Ask children to line up from shortest to tallest and describe who is tallest and shortest. 


Tidy‑Up Prompt
“Put the taller blocks here and the shorter ones there.”


.
Small‑World Play
Children compare buildings, fences or characters by height. 


Creative Area
Children draw or collage tall and short objects and label them using mathematical language.


Fix the Mistake
Adult deliberately misaligns towers or orders them incorrectly; children identify the mistake and correct it. 


Who Goes Where?
Children are given three towers and asked to place the “middle” tower correctly using comparative language.


Year: Reception Summer 1


Week 28


Focus: Ordering by size - tallest and shortest


