

	Maths big idea
	Listen for [Assessment]

	In Week 19, children develop the ability to describe where things are in relation to other objects. Positional language is a key aspect of early spatial reasoning and helps children build mental maps of their environment. Children learn that positional words describe relationships, not just locations, and these relationships can change depending on how objects move.
Key knowledge includes:
· Positional words describe spatial relationships: in, on, under, next to, behind, in front of, between, above, below, inside, outside.
· These words depend on viewpoint — where the child is looking from.
· Objects can move, and positional relationships change with them (e.g., the cube was on the chair, and now it is under it).
· Precise positional vocabulary supports later learning in maps, instructions, problem solving, shape, and measure.
	Children show understanding by using positional language to describe relationships between objects, not just naming positions. Progress is heard when children notice that positions can change as objects move and begin to explain their thinking.
Listen for children:
· using positional words accurately (e.g. on, under, next to, behind, between)
· describing position in relation to another object
· adjusting language when positions change
· beginning to explain using because
Progress is heard in children’s talk, even when vocabulary is not yet fully secure.

	Why this matters now:
This week builds on earlier work in spatial reasoning, where children explored how shapes move (Week 9), how they fit together (Weeks 16–17), and how objects relate to one another within pictures and structures. Their growing understanding of shape properties and orientation supports the introduction of positional language. The ability to notice and describe relationships between objects prepares children for later work on maps, directional language, and early problem‑solving involving position.




Where children can use this thinking





	Step 1

	· Children use positional language with real objects.

	Retrieval
	Show children slide 3. Ask: ‘Where is the teddy bear?’. Draw out prepositional language of on, next to, beside and under with the children.

	Making the idea explicit 
	Gather a soft toy [teddy bear] and place it on a chair. Think out loud and model where the teddy bear is in relation to the chair. Have children repeat the stem sentence: ‘The teddy bear is __________ the chair’ using the appropriate prepositional word to describe where the teddy bear is in relation to the chair.
Once this has been modelled, give children the teddy bear and ask them where they’d like to place the teddy bear in relation to the chair. Repeat the prepositional language with them using an ‘I say, you say’ approach and then have the child place the teddy bear. Repeat the stem sentence: ‘The teddy bear is __________ the chair’.

	Session resources
	Teddy bear [toy]; chair.



	Step 2

	· Children identify positions from a fixed viewpoint.

	Retrieval
	Repeat the activity with the teddy bear from session 1 this week, drawing out the positional language of where the teddy bear has been placed on the chair. Invite children to place the teddy bear and repeat the stem sentence using accurate positional language: ‘The teddy bear is __________ the chair’

	Making the idea explicit 
	Show slide 6. Ask: ‘Where is the dog?’ This will develop children spatial reasoning in real contexts, not just with shapes. Reveal the dog and discuss where the dog is with each click.
Show slide 7. Ask: What is the same? What is different? Draw attention to the dog being in the kennel and the cat being on top of the kennel.
Repeat for slides 8 and 9.

	Session resources
	Teddy bear [toy]; chair.

	Step 3

	· Children use positional language to direct movement.

	Retrieval
	Show slides 11 – 13. Play spot the difference. Use the stem sentence to practice using positional language accurately for each dog. ‘The dog is __________ the kennel’

	Making the idea explicit 
	Place some objects on the carpet. A chair, a toy and a hoop. Give children instructions to follow:
· Sit on the chair
· Put the toy in the hoop
· Stand behind the chair
· Sit beside the teddy bear
Swap and give children an option to practice this with a partner.
Show slide 14. Describe where the animals are in relation to each other. Introduce the idea of ‘between’ being in the middle of two places. Introduce the stem sentence: ‘The cow is between the dinosaur and the bird’.
Repeat for slides 15 – 16, noticing that the animals change position and so the animal that is in between changes.

	Session resources
	Chair, toy, hoop, teddy bear.





	Step 4

	· Children apply positional language in authentic contexts.

	Retrieval
	[N/A]

	Making the idea explicit 
	Show slide 18 and begin to describe what you can see such as the teacher, the board, the desks, the bin, the windows etc. Think out loud and explain that:
· The teacher is behind the desk
· The teacher is between the desk and the board
· The tables are on the floor
· The bin is next to the desk
· The chairs are tucked under the tables
· The posters are on the wall
Complete a positional walk around the provision [inside and outside[ and ask children to describe where things are using key prepositional language.

	Session resources
	




Adult-led work





Continuous porivision





Embedding strong routines











Line-up instructions: “Stand behind the cone.” “Sit next to your partner.” 


Tidy‑up prompts: “Place the books on the shelf.” 


Snack-time: “Put your cup in front of your plate.”


Indoor/outdoor positional trails: Chalk arrows, spots, and labelled areas (“under”, “next to”, “behind”) for children to navigate. 


Construction area: Encourage positional language such as “Put the block on top of this one” or “Place the tube next to the wall”. 


Reading nook positional prompts: Add soft toys children can move in, on, under or behind furniture.


Barrier game: One child places objects and gives positional instructions (“Put the circle under the cup”) while another child recreates the arrangement without seeing it. 


Mini‑world modelling: Use small-world figures, cars, animals, and houses for children to describe where things are and move them according to instructions. 


Object hunt: Provide clues using positional language (“It is behind the basket” / “It is next to the big block”).
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